I cannot tottdi these sayings of 
Swanri Vivekananda, without receiving a 
thrill througb my body like an electric 
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shock. 
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Ari! Awake! Stop not till the goal is reached 
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Never forget the glory of human S 

2 

nature ! We are the greatest God that | 



ever was or will be. Chfists and Buddhas * 

^^ 

are but waves n the boundless ocean i 
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which I am. 
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Each of us is heir apparent to the 
emperor of emperors. We are the sub- 
stance of God Himself. 



iS 



r Ooe>So -tfig'rf 5 

v- 



o 



I 

V M oJU<L>Jf>J A 

OftJ 




I 



jffjziaiiifiiiaiHiar^^ 



I Arise, awake and stop not till the goal 

I is reached. Arise, awake, awake from this 
it 

I hypnotism of weakness. None is really 
| weak. The soul is infinite, omnipotent, 

omniscient. Stand up, assert yourself. 

Proclaim the God within you, do not deny 

Him! 
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\ Each soul is potentially divine. The I 
goal is to manifest this divine within, by I 
| controlling nature, external and internal. | 
I Do this either by work or worship or psychic * 
S control or philosophy, by one, or more or I 
5 aU of these-and be free. This is the whole ^ 
J of religion. Doctrines or dogmas or rituals, i 
or temples, or forms and but secondary * 
3 details, J 
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In you is all power. Summon up your 
all powerfull nature, oh mighty one, and 
this whole universe will be at your feet It 
is the Self alone that predominates, and 
not matter. It is those foolish people who 
identify themselves with their bodies that 
piteously cry 'weak, weak, we are weak'. 
We want great spirit, tremendous energy 
and boundless enthusiasm. No need of 
looking behind March forward ! 
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, In spite of the sparkle and glitter of 
* western civilisation, in spite of all its mar- 
vellous manifestation of power, standing 
upon the platform, I tell them to their 
face that it is all vain. It is vanity of 
vanities. God alone lives; the soul alone 
j lives; spirituality alone lives. Hold on to 
that. 
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Religion and religion alone is the life 
of India and when that goes India will die 
in spite of politics, in spite of social 
reforms, in spite of Kubera's wealth poured 
1 1 upon the head of everyone of her children. 
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Let us all work hard my brethren, this 
is no time for sleep. On our work depends 
the coming of the India of the future. She 
is there readily waiting. She is only sleeping. 
Arise, and awake and see her seated, here 
on her eternal throne, rejuvenated more' 
glorious than she ever was-this mother- 
land of ours. 
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1 
The Indian nation Cannot be Killed g 

\ Deathless it stands and it will stand so j \ 
I long as that spirit shall remain as the 1 1 
1 1 background and so long as her people do [ [ 
5 not give up their spirituality. 
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Weakness is the one cause of suffering 
We become miserable because we are weak 
* We he, steal, kill and commit other crimes 
J because we are weak. We die because we 
I are weak. Where there is nothing To 
1 weaken us there is no death, nor sorrow I 

* 
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Let fatbits hundred horrors send 
And clotted darkness block the way. 
All nature wear one angry frown 
To crush you out still know, my soul 
You are Divine March on and on 
Nor right nor left but to the goal. 
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Be great* No great work can be done without 
sacrifice. The Purusha Himself sacrificed Himself 
to create this world. Lay down your comforts, your 
pleasures, your names, fame or position, nay even 
your lives and make a bridge of human chains over | 
which millions will cross this ocean of life. Bring all 
forces of good together. 

Do not care under what banner yon march. Do 
not care what be your colour, green, blue, or red, but 
mix all the colours up f and produce that intense glow 
of white, the colour of love. Ours Is to work, Th e 
results will take care of themselves. 
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There is a danger of our religion 
getting into the kitchen. We are neither 
Vedantists, most of us, now, nor pauranics, 
nor Tantrics. We are just "Don't-touchists/* 
Our religion is in the kitchen. Our God is 
the coocking-pot, and our religion is "Don't jj 
touch me, I am holy/' If this goes for 
another century every one of us will be in || 
a lunatic asylum* jf 
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natien- % ^ * do in haste ' 
sen Lk? P erse ^ance are the three es- 
sentials to success and above all love. All 
time , s yours, there is no indecent haste 





love r the cause i you have these three 
nothing can hold you back. 
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Truth, purity and unselfishness- wherever \l 
\ \ these are present, there is no power | 
, below or above the sun to crush the H 
1 1 possessor thereof. Equipped with these, | 



! | one individual is able to face the whole S 



i I universe in opposition 
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But mark you, if you give up that 
spirituality leaving aside to go after the 
materialising civilisation of the west the 
result wiU be that in three general you 

wli!! 00 ^ f 1 6Xtinct race > becau <* the 
backbone of the nation will be broken, the 

foundation upon which the national edifice 
has been built will be undermined and the 
result will be annihilation all round 
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Look at the 'ocean 5 and not at the 
'wave'; see no difference between ant and 
angel. Every worm is the brother of the 8 
Nazarence (Christ.) How say one is greater 
and one less ? Each is great in his own 
place. 
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* The greatest error, says the Vedanta, 
I is to say that you are weak, that you are 
a sinner, a miserable creature, and that 
you have no power and you cannot do 
this and that. 

Strength is life, weakness is death, 
strength is felicity, life eternal, immortaP 
Weakness is constant strain and misery] 
Weakness is death. Let positive, strong, 
helpful thoughts enter into your brains 
from very child-hood. 
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Say, brother "The soil of India is my 
highest heaven, the good of India^ is my 
good," and repeat and pray day and night- 
"O Thou Lord of Gauri ! O Thou Mother 
of the Universe ! Vouchsafe manliness into 
me ! O Thou Mother of strength take away 
my weakness, take away my unmanliness, 
and - Make me a Man/' 
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i { died for a great cause 
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Close your lips and let your hearts ! 

ijj open* Work out the salvation of this land j 

]|| and of the whole world, each of you think- ! 

]|j ing that the entire burden is on your ! 

||j shoulders. Carry the light and the life of j 
! Vedanta to every door and rouse up the j 
! divinity that is hidden within every soul. I 
! Then whatever may be the measure of 1 
I your success, you will have the satisfac- j 
j tion that you have lived, worked and ! 
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| Stand up, be bold, be strong. Take 
g the whole responsibility on your own 

k*vf 

o shoulders and know that you are the 
Si creator of your own destiny. All. the 
g strength and succour you want is within 

SfJ 

a yourselves. Therefore make your own 

aa 

g future. 
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The mother's heart, the hero's will * 

The sweetness of the southern breeze, 

The sacred charm and strength that dwell 

On Aryan altars, flaming, free; 

All these be yours, and many more, 

No ancient soul could dream before 

Be thou to India's future son 

The mistress, servant, friend in one. 
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Either in this world or in the world of 

* 

Ij religion it is true that fear is the sure f; 
ji cause of degradation and sin. It is fear ji 
If that brings misery, fear that brings death, j: 
;1 fear that breeds evil. And what causes ! 
Ej fear ? Ignorance of our own nature. Each. 1 

* * * - 

of us is heir-apparent to the Emperor ji 



II of Emperors. 

II 

II 



! 



(? 















S<> 
I 



. | 







; 

|5[ 

|5j 

* ^ 

{: 



; 

s- 

* - 

I' 



22 



M '' '^""-'^'--~-^' r-~^-^ '--' ^ '-"' '"- 

I We have wept long enough; no more 
* weeping, but stand on your feet and be 
t men. It is a man-making religion that we 
j want. It is man -making theories that we 

want. It is man-making education all 

round that we want ! 
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| Here is the test of truth -Any thing | 

|J2 that makes you weak physically, intellec- * 

HI * 

3 tually and spiritually, reject as poison. * 

a 

jjj There is no life in it, it cannot be true, jg 

Hi - ! 

Truth is strengthening. Truth is purity. j| 

x 

gj Truth is knowledge. Truth must be * 

^n ^ 
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w strengthening, must be enlightening, must gj 

i i 

w be invigorating. if 
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Go all of you, whereve there is an outbreak of 
plague or famine or wherever the people are in dis- 
tress, and mitigate their sufferings. As the most, you 
may die in the attempt; what of that ? How many 
like you are taking birth and dying lite worms every 
day ? What difference does that make to the world at 
large ? Die you must, but have a great ideal to die 
for, and it is better to die with a great ideal in life. 
Preach this ideal from door to door and you will 
yourselves be benefited as well as, at the same time 
be doing good to your country. On you lie the 
future hopes of our country ! 
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All expansion is life, all contraction 
is death. All love is expansion, all selfish- 
ness is contraction. Love is therefore the 

ft, 

only law of life. He who loves lives. He 
who is selfish is dying. Therefore love 
for love's sake- Because it is the only 
law of life. 
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* Get up, and set your shoulder to the 
J wheel. How long is this for? As you have 
I come into this world, leave some mark 

* behind. Otherwise where is the difference , 
J between you and the trees and stones ? j 

they too come into existence, decay and 



\ 

\ Be Bold ! My children should be brave 

t above all. Not the least compromise on \ 
j any account* Preach 'the highest truths t 
{ broadcast. Do not fear ! f* 
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I Manifest the divinity within you, and 
| everything will be harmoniously arranged |f 
1 around it. K 
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ffi My child, what I want is muscles of !| 
| iron and nerves of steel, inside which ! 
[1 dwells a mind of the same material as that 
\ of which the thunderbolt is made. Remem- 






[ ber, truth is infinitely more weighty than \\ 

jjj untruth, so is goodness. If you possess j| 

jjj these, they will make their way by sheej \ 
ffi gravity. 
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This life comes and goes - Wealth, jjf 
fame, enjoyments are only a few days. It 
| is better, far better to die on the field of 
J duty preaching the truth, than to die like 
a worldly worm, Advance ! 
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Leave aside your thoughts of poverty! t 

\ In what respects are you poor ?, Do you 

I feel regret because you have not a coach 

* and pair or a retinue of servants at your j, 

5 beck and call ? What of that ? You little t 

I know how you can have nothing undone * 

j in life if you labour day and night for ; 

\ others with your hearts's blood. * 
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g This is the gist of all worship to be s 

| pure and to do good to others. He who | 

* sees Siva in the poor, in the weak, and in jj 

* the diseased, really worships Siva and if jj 
U he sees Siva only in the image, his wor- Ij 

* ship is but preliminary. He who has served [I 
| and helped one poor man seeing Siva in [I 
| him, without thinking of his caste, or jj 
1 creed, or race, or anything, with him Siva I 

1C . 1 I 

I is more pleased than with the man who || 
| sees Him only in temples. eg 
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. Do you think even an ant will die for 
want of your help? Most arrant blas- 
phemy ! The world does not need you at 
all. Blessed are we that we are given the 
privilege of working for him. Cut out 
this world 'help' from your mind. You 
cannot help; it is blaspheming. You 
Worship. Stand in that reverent attitude 
to the whole universe and then will come 
perfect non-attachment. 
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Do not stand on a high pedestal and 
| take five cents in your hand and say 'Here, 
| my poor man/ but be grateful that the' 1 
| poor man is there, so that by making a 
| gift to him you are able to help yourself. , 
^ It is not the receiver that is blessed, but I 

m ^ 7 ^"^ *^ ** to^^ j 
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it is the giver. 
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Be unattached; let things work; let 
brain-centres work; work incessantly, but 
let not a ripple conquer the mind. Work 
as if you were a stranger in this land, a 
soujourner; work incessantly, but do not 
bind yourselves; bondage is terrible. 
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"If there is one word that you find 
coming out like a bomb from the Upani- 
shads, bursting like a bombshell upon the 
masses of ignorance, it is the word fear- 
lessness and the only religion that ought 
to be taught is the religion of fearlessness. 
It is fear that brings misery fear that 
breeds evil and what causes fear? Igno- 
rance of our own nature." 
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Look upon every man, woman and everyone as 
God. You eannot help anyone; You can only serve; 
serve the children of the Lord, serve the Lord Himself* 
If you have the privilege. If the Lord grants that 
you can help anyone of His children, blessed you are; 
| do not think too much of yourselves. Blessed you are 
that that privilege was given to you when others had 
it not. Do it only as worship. The poor and the 
miserable are for your salvation, so that we may 
serve the Lord coming in the shape of that diseased, 
coming in the shape of the lunatic, the leper and the 
sinner. 
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^ Ye! divinities on earth! sinners! It 
| is a sin to call a man so. It is a standing 
hbel on human nature. Come up ! O lions 
and shake off. the delusion that you are 
sheep. You are souls immortal, spirits 
free, blest and eternal. You are not 
matter, you are not bodies. Matter is 
your servant, not you the , servant of 
matter. 
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I "So long as the millions live in hunger !j 
1 and ignorance, I hold every man a traitor I 
1 who, having been educated at their 1; 
I expense, pays not the least heed to i\ 
1 them' 5 !i 
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"Him I call a Mahatman whose heart j 
bleeds for the poor. Otherwise he is a 
Duratman. 






d d f: 






* & 









38 

* < *-^^^,^sd**s^sds^^^^s^^4r^r'*s^.^''^^ 

4 Before flooding India with socialistic and political * 
I ideas, first delugu the land with spiritual ideas. The 
first work that demands our attention is, that the 
most wonderful truths confined in our Upanishads, 
In our scriptures, In our Puranas-must be brought fc 
out from the books, brought out from the monas- j 
teries, brought out from the forests, brought out 
from the possession of selected bodies of people and 
scattered broadcast all over the land, so that these 
truths may run like fire all over the Country, from 
north to south and east to west, from the Himalayas 
to Cape Comorin, from Sindhu to the Brahmaputra. 
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i Be great. No great work can be done H 
s without sacrifice. Lay down your comforts, i 

e Sft 

i your pleasures, your names, fame or ^ 
l\ position, nay even your lives and make a | 
s bridge of human chains over which milli- S 
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1 ons will cross this ocean of life. eg 
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We do not mere tolerate, we unite 
ourselves with every religion, praying in 
the mosque of the Mohammedan, worship- 
ing before the fire of the Zorastrian, and 

i 

kneeling to the cross of the Christian. So 
we g^thef alf these flowers and binding 
them together with the cord 6f love, make 
them into a wonderful bonquet of 
worship. 
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Strike the iron when it is hot Idle- 
ness won't do. Throw overboard all idea 
of jealousy and egotism once for all. 
Come on to the practical field with tre- 
mendous energy to work in the fulness of 
strength. As to the rest the Lord will 
point out the way. 



lootfi S'otfa!) 




42 



s Be heroes. Stand firm like a rock. Truth always 
I triumphs. What India wants is a new electric fire to 
s stir up a fresh vigour in the national veins. Be brave. 

Be brave; man dies but once. My disciples must not 

be cowards. I hate cowardice. Keep up the deepest 
I mental poise. Take not even the slightest notice of 
s what puerile creatures may be saying against you. 
I Indifference! Indifference! Indifference! Bear in mind 
t the eyes are two In number, and so the ears, but the , 
y mouth is but one. All great undertakings are achieved | 

through mighty obstacles; Put forth your manly 

effort. 
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Strength is the medicine for the 
world's disease. Strength is the medicine 
which the poor must have when tyran- 
nized over by the rich. Strenghth is the 
medicine which the ignorant must have 
wfc&n oppressed by the learned. And it is 
the medicine that sinners must have when 
tyrannized over by other sinners. 
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What the world wants is the character. 
The world is in need of those whose love 
is one burning love selfless. That love 
will make every word tell like a thunder- 

3i 

bolt, Awake, awake, great souls ! The 
)l world is burning in misery. Can you sleep? 
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We should cultivate the optimistic 
temperament and endeavour to see the 
good that dwells in everything. If we sit 
down and lament over the imperfection of 
our bodies and minds, we profit nothing. 
'Jt is the heroic endeavour to subdue 
adverse circumstances, that carries our 
spirits upwards. 
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What the world wants is the character. 
The world is in need of those whose love 
is one burning love selfless. That love 
will make every word tell like a thunder- 
bolt. Awake, awake, great souls ! The 
world is burning in misery. Can you sleep? 
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We should cultivate the optimistic^ 
temperament and endeavour to see the 
|ood that dwells in everything- If we sit 
down and lament over the imperfection of 
our bodies and minds, we profit nothing. 
Jt is the heroic endeavour to subdue 

adverse circumstances, that carries our 

i, 

spirits upwards. 
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Despondency is not religion, whatever ] 

i I 



else it may be. By being pleasant always j | 
and smilling it takes you near to God, 
nearer than any prayer. 
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One may. gain political and social | 
Independence, but if he is a slave to his | 
possessions and desires he cannot feel the | 
pure joy of real freedom. 
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JS Take up one idea. Make that one | 

vm J- jfc 

| idea your life; think of it; dream of it; live | 
^ on that idea. Let the brain, muscles, 
2j nerves, every part of your body be full of , 
3j that idea, and just leave every other idea | 
^ alone. This is the way to success and this 1 

^ is the way great spiritual giants are 5 

^ 

^ produced. | 
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You will understand Gita better with 
your biceps, your mu&cles a little stronger. 
You will understand the mighty genius 
and the mighty strength of Krishna better 
with a little of strong blood in you. Yt)u 
will understand the Upanishads better 
and the glory of the Atman when your 
body stands firm upon your feet and you 
feel yourselves as men. 
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II The whole universe is a mass of 
If change. But there is one who never chan- 
t: * ges and that is God. From whom all 
beings are projected, in whom all live and 
unto whom they all return, that is God. 
The embodiment of freedom, the master 
I of nature is what we call God. Where one 
1 does not see another, where one does not 
! bear another, that is the greatest, that is 
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Those that want to help mankind 

must take their own pleasure and pain, | 

name and fame and all sorts of interests, | 

and make a bundle of them and throw | 

them into the sea and then come to the | 

Lord. That is what all the masters said | 
and did. 
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If the sun by the cloud is hidden a bit 
If the welkin shows but gloom, 
Still hold on yet a while, brave heart, 
The; victory is sure to come. 

No winter was but summer came behind 
Each hollow crests the wave 
They push each other in light and shade 
Be steady then and brave. 

Thejduties of life are sore indeed 

And its pleasures fleeting, vain 

The goal so shadowy seems and dim 

Yet plod on through the dark, brave heart 

With all thy might and main. 
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{ 

t Forget not that thy wealth, thy life 
t are not for sense-pleasure, are not for thy 



\ individual happiness; Forget not that 
} thou art born as a sacrifice to the Mother's 
alter; Forget not that thy social order is 
but the reflex of the Infinite Universal 
Motherhood; Forget not that the lower 
classes, the ignorant, the poor, the illite- 
rate, the cobbler, the sweeper, are thy 
flesh and blood, thy brothers. 
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. You have now to make the character of Mahavira | i 
{Jj (Hanuman) your ideal. See how at the command of [ i 
jjj Ramachandra he crossed the ocean. He had no care || 
1 1 for life or death ! He was a perfect master of his $ 
|j senses and wonderfully segacious. You have now to j| 
1 1 build your life on this great ideal of personal service- * 
i{f Through that all the other ideals will gradually * 
j{j manifest in life. , * 

Obedience to the Guru without questioning and * 
strict observance of Brahmaeharya-this is the secret j| 
H success. As on the one hand Hanuman represents the jjj 
j| ideal of service, so on the other he represents leonine j| 
j| courage, striking the whole world with awe. * 
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To succeed you must have tremen- 

U 

dous perseverance, tremendous will. "I g 

will drink the ocean" says the preserving | 

soul; "at my will mountains will crumble | 

up." Have that sort of energy, that sort | 
of will, work hard and you will reach the 
goal 
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| No need of looking behind. Forward! 
We want infinite energy, infinite zeal, 
Infinite courage and infinite patience, 

H! Then only will great things be achieved. 1 1 



ffi 

S 



!i 



I 



H! Have faith that you are all, my brave I 
j lads, born to do great things. Let not l| 
1 the barks of puppies frighten you, no, not i 
1 even the thunderbolts of heaven, but j 
*j stand up and work. 
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The world requires a few hundred bold 
men and woman. Practise that boldness 
which dares know the truth, which dares 
show the Truth in life, which does not ^ 
quake before death, nay, welcomes death, j( 
makes a man know that he is the spirit, 8( 
that, in the whole universe nothing can | 
feill him. Then you will be free. J 
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Never mind failures; they are quite 
natural, they are the beauty of life these 
failures. What would life be without 
them? It would not be worth having. If 
it were not for struggles where would be 
the poetry of life? Never mind the stru- 
ggles, the mistakes. I never heard a cow 
tell a lie, but it is only a cow never a 
man. So never mind these failures, these 
little - back slidings. Hold the ideal a 
thousand times, and if you fail a thousand 
times, make the attempt once more. 
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[ All the powers in the universe are 
t already ours. It is we who have put our fc 
t hands before our eyes and cry that it is * 
t dark. Know that there is no darkness 
\ around us. Take the hands away and there 
is the light which was from the begin- 
ning. Darkness never existed, weakness 
never existed. We who are fools cry that 
we are weak; we who are fools cry that 
I we are impure. 
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1 I 

:| Who cares for name ? Off with it ! If I 
;j in the attempt to carry morsels of food to j 
:} starving mouths, name and possession 
! and all be doomed even thrice blessed 
It art thou. It is the heart, the heart that 

: "* - 

: j conquers, not the brain. Books and learn- ] 
j:j ing, yoga and meditation and illumina- j 
jjj tion-all are but dust compared with love, j 
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Thou brave one, be bold, take courage, be proud ^ 
that thou art an Indian-and proudly proclaim'*! am ^ 
an Indian every Indian Is my brother." Say. **The ^ 
ignorant Indian, the poor and destitute Indian, the ^ 
Brahmia Indian, the pariah Indian, is my brother." ^ 
Thou too clad with but a rag round thy loins proudly J| 
proclaim at the top of thy voice "The Indian is my ^ 
brother, the Indian is my life, India's Gods and ^ 
Goddesses are my God, India's society Is the cradle ^ 
of my infancy, the pleasure-garden of my youth, the ^ 
sacred heaven, the Vatanasi of my old age/' J| 
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I Power and things like that will come 

I by themselves, Put yourself to work and 
I you will find such tremendous-power com- 
* ing to you that you will feel it hard to 
I bear it. Even the least work done for 
? others awakens the power within; even 
J thinking of the least good of others gra- 
dually instils into the heart the strength 
of a lion. I love you all ever so much 
but I would wish you all to die working 
for others. I should be rather glad to see 
you do that ! 
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Have faith in the Lord- Give me a 
genuine man; I do not want masses of 
converts. Do not care for anybody to 
help you. Is not the Lord infinitely 
greater than all human help?' Be holy, 
trust in the Lord, depend on Him always, 
and you are on the right track; nothing 
can prevail against you. 
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Unselfishness is the test of religion. J 
He who has more of this unselfishness is 1 

I : 

more spiritual and nearer to Siva. And ! 
if a man is selfish even though he has 
visited all the temples > seen all the places 1 
of pilgrimage and painted himself like a 1^ 
leopard, he is still further off from Siva. f 
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